
 
  

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY 

USDA STAFF AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT 

POLICY 

  

                                       

 -  

  

  Date:  

 GAIN Report Number:  
  

 
  

Post:  
 

 

Report Categories: 

 

 

 

Approved By:  

 

Prepared By:  

 
  

Report Highlights: 

FAS Berlin brought a speaker presenting on the U.S. food safety system and policy to a T-TIP 

workshop in Germany. The workshop was organized by the German Ministry for Food and Agriculture. 

The German Minister for food and agriculture made a clear statement in favor of T-TIP and the main 

message of the workshop was that food safety standards will not be undermined by T-TIP.  
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General Information:  

The German Ministry for Food and Agriculture held a workshop titled, “Transatlantic Trade and 

Investment Partnership - economic prospects and securing consumer protection rights in goods” on 

October 17, 2014. Seventy participants coming from policy groups, industry, associations and press 

learned and discussed possible effects of T-TIP and differences of the food safety systems in the U.S. 

and the EU. The event was supported by FAS Berlin by selecting and bringing Jim Grueff to present 

U.S. perspectives on food safety and policy in the United States. The aim of the Ministry of Agriculture 

was to present a workshop to stress that German/European food safety standards will not be undermined 

by successful T-TIP negotiations and to make the negotiation process more transparent.   

  

Christian Schmidt, German Minister for food and agriculture opened the workshop with a clear 

message in favor of T-TIP. He underlined that Germany is clearly committed to free trade and supports 

the negotiations. He emphasized that T-TIP is a chance for Germany, Europe and the United States to 

set worldwide standards. He stressed that T-TIP is very important but not at any price. He declared that, 

“the level of consumer protection is not up for debate”.  

  

The speech by the German Ag Minister was followed by Prof. Folkhard Isermeyer, President of 

Thunen-Institute, who spoke about the effects of T-TIP for the economy and consumers. This 

presentation highlighted that the United States has more to gain in terms of tariff reduction than the EU. 

He stated that Germany is quite competitive and does not have to fear being flooded with imports if the 

market is further liberalized, with the exception of beef, fruits and vegetables. In his opinion, the impact 

of tariff reductions on trade is by far overshadowed by the question if food retail chains allow or block 

approved biotech products on their shelves or impose private retail standards that exceed EU law, e.g. 

on maximum residue levels for pesticides. Isermeyer also presented interesting graphics on beef 

production costs in the United States versus the EU. He showed that in a recent benchmark study, U.S. 

beef was competitive with 12 out of the 15 E.U. participating farms, Even when adding costs for 

shipping and participating in the Non-Hormone Treated Cattle Program, only three E.U. farms had 

lower production costs.  

  

Ulrich Weigl, T-TIP SPS lead negotiator at the EU-Commission, presented on the current status and 

the goal of T-TIP.  He admitted that he had been taken by surprise about the level of public interest in 

the T-TIP negotiations.  Weigl stressed that no EU trade agreement ever reduced the level of consumer 

protection and promoted the idea that T-TIP could resolve many of the long-standing, non-tariff barriers 

issues in agriculture, especially in plants, fruits, and vegetables. He noted that the United States is the 

biggest market for EU products and that transatlantic trade supports 15 million jobs.   

  

Jim Grueff, Consultant and former WTO SPS Negotiator, gave an overview on the U.S. food safety 

system (FDA, FSIS, EPA, FSMA, involvement in Codex Alimentarius). He stressed that ensuring food 

safety is a key goal for governments on both sides of the Atlantic and that the United States would never 

compromise on food safety standards for the sake of a trade agreement nor would they ask other 

countries to do so.  He noted that many of the bilateral SPS-related trade conflicts between the United 

States and the EU may have arisen not from science-based differences, but from different ways of 

thinking about the production of food.  In addition, he pointed out that T-TIP could play an important 

role in developing new approaches to food safety in trade that might be adopted globally, in lieu of the 



stalled WTO negotiations.  If this opportunity is missed, other trading partners might fill the void, and 

United States and the E.U. might be faced with standards they cannot influence. 

  

Grueff’s presentation was followed Prof. Andreas Hensel, President of the Federal Institute for Risk 

Assesment. Prof. Hensel presented his perspectives on the differences between the food safety systems 

in the United States and the EU with the overall conclusion that both have the best food safety systems 

in the world. Regulations and approaches may be different in the United States and the EU, but achieve 

similar results. He explained that the EU is committed to the precautionary principle and its system is 

process based, whereas the U.S. system focuses more on the safety of the end product. He concluded 

that the general statements about higher EU food safety standards cannot be made. 

  

Media Coverage  

Jim Grueff was interviewed by the German weekly Lebensmittelzeitung (LZ). The interview was 

published October 24, 2014. LZ is the leading paper for the agricultural and food industry in Germany 

with a weekly distribution of 40,000 copies. Please see below for an unofficial translation of the 

interview: 

  

T-TIP means a lot to President Obama 

LZ: How is the timetable of the Obama administration for the T-TIP negotiations? 

Grueff: I think the treaty means a lot to Obama. The time slot is very narrow due to the presidential 

election in the U.S. It closes by the end of 2015. With the start of the election campaign, all politically 

sensitive issues disappear off the agenda in Washington. Then it will be difficult for T-TIP. 

  

LZ: When would be a new start possible, if there is no result, by then?  

Grueff: I can only speculate. I think it will be no earlier than mid or end of 2017. 

  

LZ: The EU and the United States have very different approaches to food safety. 

Grueff: The Americans, especially the agriculture industry has a very different perception of the EU 

precautionary principle. 

  

LZ: The protection of geographical indicators is a major point of dispute. 

Grueff: Yes! This is one of the most difficult issues. In particular, the U.S. milk and the U.S. meat 

industry are alarmed and therefore well prepared. Both industries have reason for concern if such 

products are shipped from the EU. It could happen that U.S. companies may no longer use the labels 

they have used it for years. 

  

LZ: What is the background? 

Grueff: The United States have the "trade-mark" system, the EU in contrast, the protected geographical 

indicators. That doesn't match. It is open as to how this problem could be solved. Apparently, there was 

a way in the CETA agreement between the EU and Canada. But, what has been leaked so far would be 

unacceptable from the perspective of the US dairy industry.  

  



 
  
  



  

  

                     

  

 


